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I am very pleased to tell you that the Committee which did such 

a great job for the Society last year will be together again in 

2013. 

At the Society’s Annual General Meeting on Sunday 17 

February, which was attended by a pleasing number of 

members, the Committee was re-elected en-bloc. 

I was grateful and honoured to be elected Chieftain for a 

second year and having the same team around me makes it 

twice as good. 

That team consists of Ken Suttie (Immediate Past Chieftain), 

Doris LaValette (Vice-Chieftain), Diana Paxman (Hon 

Treasurer), Darian Ferguson (Hon Secretary), Cameron 

Dickson, Michael Haines, Cheryl Hill, Eoin Kennedy, Jeff 

LaValette and Reggie McNeill. 

It’s more important than ever that we have a close, hard-

working Committee for the coming year, because it’s the 75th 

anniversary of the founding of the Society and we are looking 

forward to holding top-quality events in celebration. 

Appropriately, this year our St Andrew’s Day Ball will actually 

be held on St Andrew’s Day – Scotland’s National Day – 

Saturday 30 November. 

This will give us the opportunity to celebrate in style! 

We will also have our usual Chieftain’s Ceilidh and Winter 

Ceilidh, but we may have other surprise events up our sleeve 

as part of the 75th celebrations 

At the AGM, it was my pleasure to present Ken Suttie with 

Honorary Life Membership of the Society, in recognition of the 

valuable service he has given, including eight years as 

Chieftain. 

Brian McMurdo 

Chieftain 

Remember: Our first event this year is the Chieftain’s Ceilidh, 

on Saturday 4 May at the RAAFA Club, Bullcreek. 

An important year begins 

1938  —  75th Anniversary  —  2013 
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Ancestors among WA pioneers 
With a name like Darian Ferguson, you 
would expect our Honorary Secretary  
to have Scottish heritage . . . and you 
wouldn’t be wrong. 

In fact, Darian’s Scottish antecedents  
go back to the foundation of the colony  
of Western Australia and beyond. 

Alexander (Sandy) Ferguson was born  
in Falkirk on 9 November 1805 and as  
a young man made the decision to  
come to Australia with his wife, Christina 
(nee Calendar), and their three young  
children. 

They arrived around 1830, shortly after 
the colony was founded in 1829, and it  
is known that when they reached  
Fremantle there wasn’t a single house  
at the port. 

“I’m proud to say that my Scottish ancestors were 
pioneers in the establishment of the State,” 
Darian said. 

“I often wonder at the courage it took at that time 
to make such a momentous decision – to pack up 
your family, all your possessions and make the 
trip to a place you’ve never seen, half a world 
away. 

“Although I’m now fifth or sixth generation  
Australian, and I was always curious about my 
Scottish heritage, I was never particularly  
motivated to explore my ancestral past. 

That was until Darian and his wife, Susan Branch, 
were invited by a close friend to attend a ceilidh 
at the Lathlain bowling club, although they had no 
idea what a ceilidh was and they weren’t sure 
they would like it. 

“We were met at the door by a little bloke wearing 
a kilt, with a medal around his neck, a broad 
Scottish accent and a very warm and welcoming 
manner,” Darian said. 

“This was a good start, but I still wasn’t sure I was 
going to like it. 

“Anyway, the drinks started flowing and the  
dancing started (getting better) and despite being 
newbies we managed to successfully negotiate,  

MEET THE COMMITTEE 

Darian Ferguson and Susan Branch 

in a manner, Strip the Willow, the Dashing White 
Sergeant and the Triumph. 

“However, we also got up for what I recall was the 
Eightsome Reel and while we had a great time, 
we danced something completely different. 

“I have to concede it turned into one of the best 
nights we had enjoyed for some time, which led 
to us wanting to go to more ceilidhs, then the Ball 
and the Burns Supper.” 

In the seven years since that first ceilidh, Darian 
and Susan have rarely missed a function and 
have become part of the Society’s core support 
group. 

It also led to a desire to learn more about Scottish 
Country Dancing, so they started by going to the 
pre-Ball dance classes and then to Monday night 
classes run by Society member Dawn Cromb. 

“We can now best be described as almost  
competent,” Darian said. 

“I suppose becoming a member of the Committee 
was just a natural progression, but being on the 
Committee has been an enjoyable experience 
and not at all onerous. 

“I would encourage anybody with an interest to 

become involved.” 

http://saintandrew.org.au/
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Situated in Upper 
Nithsdale, Dumfriesshire, 
it is built of local pink 
sandstone at the end of a 
long ridge over-looking the 
Nith Valley.  

The first Duke of Queens-
berry, William Douglas, 
had the castle built on the 
site of an ancient 14th 
century Douglas strong-
hold. 

It was rebuilt with a central 
courtyard, 120 rooms, 17 
turrets and four towers, 
and was in a good enough 
state to receive King 
James VI on his visit to Scotland in 1617. 

The Douglas family held the barony of  
Drumlanrig from 1356, and for four centuries 
it passed from father to son with only a single 
break (1578), and then from grandsire to 
grandson. 

The 1st Duke almost bankrupted himself 
while creating his new home. 

However, he spent only one night in the 
building because he was so “exacerbated by 
the inaccessibility of medical advice to  
relieve him from a temporary fit of illness”, 
that he left in disgust, returning to his home 
at Sanquhar Castle. 

Afterwards, he wrote on the building bills 
“The Deil pike out his een wha looks herein”. 

However, his son moved in after inheriting 
the title and estates.  

Bonnie Prince Charlie spent a night there on 
his retreat from Derby in 1745. 

A portrait of William III still bears marks of 
claymore wounds – a memorial of the  
Highlanders' brief stay.  

Robert Burns was a frequent visitor, through 
his friendship with the castle’s chamberlain, 
John McMurdo. 

After sitting derelict for many years, it passed 
to the Duke of Buccleuch, head of the Scott 
family, in 1810, following a merger of the 
Douglas and Scott dynasties.  

The castle was restored in 1827 and is still 
the Dumfriesshire home of the Duke of  
Buccleuch and Queensberry. 

Set in the 120,000 acre Queensberry Estate, 
complete with a country park and Victorian 
gardens, it is one of the most important  
Renaissance buildings in Scotland.  

It is a major tourist attraction and home to 
part of the Buccleuch art collection, including 
Rembrandt’s An Old Woman Reading and 
Leonardo Da Vinci's Madonna of the Yarn-
winder, as well as many other paintings,  
tapestries and objects d’art. 

The Da Vinci, valued at £40 million, was  
stolen from the castle in 2003, although it 
was recovered four years later in Glasgow. 

By Ken Suttie 
 

Drumlanrig Castle 

The present Drumlanrig Castle (from Scottish Gaelic 'druim' ridge and 'lanraig' hawk) was created 
as a mansion in the 17th century, by which time defensive ramparts had given way to comfortable 
living and large, airy windows. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rembrandt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Rembrandt_Harmensz._van_Rijn_002.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leonardo_Da_Vinci
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madonna_of_the_Yarnwinder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madonna_of_the_Yarnwinder
http://www.scottish-places.info/scotgaz/towns/townfirst338.html
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The You Gov survey asked adults across the 
country to select their number one Scots word 
from a list of options, including some of Robert 
Burns’ own favourites. 

With 23% of the public vote the word ‘dreich’ –  
meaning wet, cold and gloomy – trumped 
other classics such as ‘glaikit’ (20%), 
‘blether’ (12%) and ‘crabbit’ (11%). 

‘Sleekit’ (6%), ‘beastie’ (5%) and ‘braw’ (6%) – 
just some of the words made famous in our 
national Bard’s iconic songs and poetry also 
featured. 

Lassies across the country also proved their 
love for gossip with 17% of female Scots  
voting ‘blether’ as their number one word, 
while ‘glaikit’ was favourite in 26% of 35 to 44 
year old respondents. 

———————————— 

What is your favourite Scottish word?  Is it 
different from those above? 

If so, why don’t you drop The Saltire editor 
a line on enquiries@saintandrew.org.au 
with your word and we’ll list them in the 
next issue. 

‘Dreich’ nation’s favourite Scots word 
A new poll has revealed ‘dreich’ as Scotland’s favourite word in the Scots language. 

Scottish dancing at the Fly By Night Club 

If you’re interested in getting in some 
extra dancing, the WA Branch of the 
Royal Scottish Country Dancing Society 
has organised a Scottish Ceilidh Dance. 

It will be held in the Fly by Night Club,  
in Parry Street, Fremantle, on Saturday 
20 April, starting at 7.30pm. 

Our old friends the Heel n Toe Band  
will be providing the music. 

Tickets cost $28.50 and are available 
from the Fly by Night website 
(www.flybynight.org), by phoning 9430 
5976, or at the door on the night (if any 
tickets are left by that time). 

All the dances will be called and many 
will be familiar to Society members, 
such as the Gay Gordons, the Dashing 
White Sergeant, the Eightsome Reel, 
Strip the Willow, the Virginia Reel and 
the St Bernards Waltz. 

However, a few of the dances may be 
new to members, including Beyond the 
Black Stump, Circassion Circle, the  
Flying Scotsman, the Cumberland Reel 
and the Postie’s Jig.  

It promises to be great fun. 

http://saintandrew.org.au/
mailto:enquiries@saintandrew.org.au
http://www.flybynight.org


1938  —  75th Anniversary  —  2013  Page 5 

At the recent Annual General Meeting,  
Chieftain Brian McMurdo awarded the  
current Immediate Past Chieftain, Ken Suttie, 
an Honorary Life Membership of the Society. 

After the meeting, Ken said he was 
“surprised and deeply honoured” by the  
gesture. 

“At no time was I aware that this might be 
happening,” Ken said. 

“I would just like to express my sincere  
gratitude to the Chieftain, the members of the 
Committee and the Society members for 
making me an Honorary Life Member. 

“It means a great deal to me.” 

For those new to the Society or not aware of 
Ken’s record of service with the Society, he 
has been a Society member for 16 years. 

Ken is now starting his 14th year as a  
Committee member and in that time he has 
spent eight years as Chieftain (in two-year, 
five-year and one-year spells), two years as 
Vice-Chieftain and is now into his fourth term 
as Immediate Past Chieftain. 

He currently produces The Saltire, prepares 
material for the Society’s website and is  
administrator of the Facebook page. 

Ken is an Honorary Life Member 

An 80-year-old Scotsman went to the doctor 
for a check-up.  

The doctor was amazed at what good shape 
he was in and asked “How do you stay in 
such great physical condition?” 

“I’m Scottish and I’m a golfer,” said the old 
fellow “and that is why I am in such good 
shape. I am up well before daylight and out 
golfing.  Also, I have a wee nip of whisky on 
each hole, and that's it.” 

“Well,” said the doctor. “I’m sure that helps, 
but there has to be more to it. How old was 
your Dad when he died?” 

“Who said my Dad died?” 

The doctor was amazed. “You mean you are 
80 years old and your Dad is still alive. How 
old is he?” 

“He’s 100 years old,” said the old chap. “In 
fact, he golfed wi' me this mornin', then we 
went to the topless beach for a walk and had 
another wee dram, and that’s why he is still 
alive. He is a Scot and he is a golfer, too.” 

“Well,” the doctor said, “that’s great, but I’m 
sure there is more to it than that. How about 
your Dad's Dad? How old was he when he 
died?” 

“Who said my Grandad died?” 

Stunned, the doctor asked, “You mean you 
are 80 years old and your grandfather is still 
living!  Incredible!  How old is he?” 

“He’s 118 years old,' said the old Scotsman.  

The doctor was getting frustrated. “I suppose 
he went golfing with you this morning, too?” 

“No. Grandad couldnae go this mornin',  
because he is getting married today.” 

At this point the doctor was close to losing it.  
“Getting married!!  Why would a 118-year-old 
bloke want to get married?” 

“Who said he wanted to?” 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2013 

Chieftain’s Ceilidh:  4 May 

Venue: RAAFA Club, Bullcreek 

Winter Ceilidh:  17 August  

Venue: Stirling Bowling Club, Stirling  

St Andrew’s Day Ball: 30 November 

Venue: To be decided 

2014 

Burns Supper:  25 January 

Venue:  Parmelia Hilton Hotel, Perth 

A Scot and a Golfer 
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Cow that thinks it's a horse is star of pony team 

An orphaned cow has become 
the unlikely star of a pony  
display team after being saved 
from the slaughterhouse. 

Hettie Moo, a Belted Galloway 
heifer whose life was saved at 
the Cairngorms Reindeer  
Centre, now jumps and jives 
with ponies in the Chariots of 
Fire display team in Lockerbie. 

The story started three years 
ago, when Hettie's mother  
died after giving birth. 

Just when it seemed the 
slaughterhouse beckoned, the calf was taken in 
and hand-reared by Cairngorm officials in 
Aviemore. 

The Reindeer Centre thought she was too tame 
to join another herd, so they passed her on to 
Amanda Saville, who runs the equine charity  
organisation Sport Driving Unlimited in the  
Borders. 

"They didn't want to put her back in the herd, so 
they delivered Hettie at Christmas 2011 with a 
red ribbon round her neck,” Ms Saville explained. 

"Since then, she has become adept at driving 
carriages and becoming a big part of the team.  

“Her steering isn't that good, but she jumps the 
carriages, just like the ponies, and she is great 
fun, quite sassy and really good at jumping.“ 

Some people have described Hettie as a cow 
who thinks she's a horse, but she is her own per-
sonality. 

Hettie has already brought joy to many different 
groups, including children with special needs, car 
crash victims and those suffering from autism. 

http://saintandrew.org.au/

