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Nollaig Chridheil agus Bliadhna Mhath Ùr 
 

Christmas is about to descend upon us yet again - as 
every shop and TV station advert in the land has been 
reminding us for weeks already!  Meanwhile, the last 
society event for calendar year 2017 has been crossed off 
the list and all is well with the world!  (Well, it isn't, but you 
know what I mean!)  
 
It has been a busy year for the society.  In an effort to 
boost numbers and find out what people want to do, we 
have held no less than TWENTY SEVEN events!  We owe 
the committee in particular, but also the loyal band of 
followers that always seems to turn up and support us, a 
tremendous vote of thanks.  We will do that properly at the 

AGM!  
 
All that effort has boosted numbers a little, although not as 
much as we hoped, and in the process, we have learned a 
fair bit about what people want and don't want to do, all of 
which I imagine will be taken into account by next year's 
committee, when the time comes to plan, what I imagine 
will be a much slimmed down events list for 2018. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some dates for your calendar: 
 
Friday 12 January 2018 - 1st pre-Burns Supper dance practice. 
 
Friday 19 January 2018 - 2nd pre-Burns Supper dance practice. 
 
Thursday 25 January 2018 - Burns Supper. 
 
Friday 16 February 2018 - Annual General meeting. 
 
Further details of all these events appear on our website as 
they become available. 
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The committee and former chieftains of the St Andrew Society, taking part in 
the Grand March. 

 
 

The 2017 St Andrew's Day Ball 
 
The last event for 2017 was the St Andrew's Day Ball, 
which was held at the Pan Pacific hotel in Perth.  Finding 
suitable hotels is a time consuming business.  It is not as 
easy as making a simple cost comparison.  They all 
provide slightly different packages and what they offer 
then has to be suitably tailored to suit our needs.  For 
example, we always need a larger dance floor than any 
other event they hold and the size we require has to be 
specified in the contract.  We also need a room for the 
pipe band to get ready and tune their instruments.  And so 
on.  Calls between Diana Paxman and the hotel, which 
started early in the year, continued right up until the day 
before the event, with a request for a last minute dietary 
requirement change! 
 
Based on my own observations, the feedback I have been 
given and the committee's internal review of the event, this 
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year's ball seems to have been a resounding success.  A 
few folk arrived a little hot under the collar, after walking 
the last couple of blocks to the hotel owing to the crowds 
and road closures caused by the Perth Christmas 
Pageant, but that was the only hiccup - and not of course, 
one of our making! 
 

 
 

The Drums & Pipes of 51 ACU Swan Regiment, performing at the Ball. 
 

 
Honorary Piper 
 
It gives me great pleasure to welcome Terry Jones as both 
a new member of the Society and as our new Honorary 
Piper.  No Chieftain feels entirely comfortable without his 
Piper!  Terry, who is the brother of Peter Jones (who you 
may have seen acting as the proud father figure to the 
younger drummers and pipers of 51 ACU), played for us 
while everyone was arriving for the Ball and will be playing 
again at the Burns Supper as well as attending the event.  
I was about to write 'please make him feel welcome', but I 
know there is no need to, you will anyway! 
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In the last Saltire, I included a copy of a quite superb oil 
painting of Patrick Grant, painted by the Scottish artist 
Colvin Smith.  It's a painting that glows with a vitality that 
no modern photographer could ever hope to capture, and 
shows without the use of words, that old Patrick (who had 
been "out" in the '45) had clearly been something of a 
rascal in his day!  For this edition, I have chosen a drawing 
by David Wilkie, which compared to Smith's painting, is of 
little artistic merit, but it illustrates a fascinating moment in 
Scottish history. 
  
Wilkie drew this scene in 1822 and it illustrates the 
rediscovery of the 'lost' Scottish Regalia, four years 
previously in Edinburgh Castle.  The Scottish Regalia, also 
known as the Honours of Scotland, is the collective name 
for the Scottish Crown, Sceptre and Sword of State.  They 
are the oldest royal regalia in Britain, the English regalia 
having been broken up on the orders of Oliver Cromwell 
during the English Civil War. 
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The Scottish crown in its present form, dates back to 1540 
when James V had an Edinburgh goldsmith refashion the 
original and much older crown.  King James wore it to his 
consort's coronation in the same year at the abbey church 
of Holyrood.  It has subsequently been worn by Mary 
Queen of Scots, James VI, Charles I and Charles II. 
  
The Sceptre of Scotland was a gift from Pope Alexander 
VI to King James IV in 1494, and was remodeled and 
lengthened in 1536.  It is made of silber gilt, and is topped 
by a finial and a Scottish pearl.  It has images of the Virgin 
Mary holding a baby Christ, Saint James and of Saint 
Andrew holding a saltire. 
  
The Sword of State of Scotland measures four and a half 
feet in length and was also a papal gift, Pope Julius 
II having presented it to King James IV in 1507.  The 
etched blade includes figures of Saint Peter and Saint 
Paul and the silver gilt handle bears figures of oak leaves 
and acorns. 
  
The Scottish Regalia were last used for a coronation by 
Charles II, for his Edinburgh coronation in 1651, shortly 
before he was forced to flee abroad.  His father Charles I, 
had been executed two years previously in 1649 by order 
of the Parliament of England and the monarchy 
overthrown.  Oliver Cromwell ordered that the English and 
Scottish regalia be broken up and the metal melted down, 
but while the English regalia suffered this fate, the 
Honours of Scotland were smuggled out of Edinburgh 
Castle before Cromwell's minions arrived and taken for 
safety to Dunnottar Castle.  
  
Dunnottar was subsequently besieged by Cromwell's 
famed New Model Army, however the Honours were 
smuggled out of the castle (the sword having to be broken 
into two pieces in order to conceal it) and amidst great 
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secrecy, hidden like pirate treasure under the floorboards 
of Kinneff Parish Church.  They were only recovered from 
Kinneff in 1660, following the restoration of the monarchy. 
  
The recovered regalia were then used to represent the 
monarch in the Scottish parliament until the Act of Union in 
1707 combined the two parliaments, after which, there 
being no further use for them, they were locked away in 
the Crown Room in Edinburgh Castle.  
  
A century went by!   
  
By the early 1800s, no living person had ever seen the 
Honours of Scotland, indeed rumours started to circulate 
that they have been taken to England.  When in doubt, 
always blame it on the English!  Then on February 4th 
1818, Sir Walter Scott, with the encouragement of the 
Prince Regent, together with a group of Officers of State, 
went to Edinburgh Castle, forced open two sealed doors 
and a great oak chest, inside which they found the regalia, 
wrapped in linen and in perfect condition - the scene 
depicted in david Wilkie's drawing above. 

  

 
 

The Honours of Scotland, Edinburgh Castle 
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Since then, they have been on permanent display in 
Edinburgh Castle.  There is even a tableau of wax figures, 
representing Sir Walter Scott and his companions, 
opening the great oak chest. 
 

-------------- 
 

(As an interesting aside, there used to be a set of Irish 
Crown Jewels as well.  (This isn't the beginning of a joke!)  
They consisted of a jewel encrusted star and a similarly 
decorated badge, both worn on uniform, but no crown.  
Before the formation of the Irish Republic, the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, as the King or Queen's 
representative, was entitled to wear the jewels. 
  
Care of the jewels was entrusted to the Ulster King of 
Arms.  In 1903 they were kept in a safe that had been 
intended to be put in a new strongroom at Dublin Castle, 
but the safe was too big for the door so it was put in King 
of Arms' office.  There were six keys to the office door 
among his staff, and two keys to the safe, which were in 
possession of the King of Arms. 
 
The jewels were last used by the Lord Lieutenant on 
March 15th, 1907. The next planned occasion for their use 
was to be on July 10th, when King Edward VII was to visit 
Dublin.  Sir Arthur Vicars, the Ulster King of Arms, opened 
the safe and showed the jewels to a visitor to his office on 
June 11th, 1907.  After that, they vanished, and have 
never been seen since!) 
 
 
A happy and safe Christmas and Hogmanay to you all 
and your families, 
 
Richard Paxman 
Chieftain, 
St Andrew Society of Western Australia 
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