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The Chieftain, committee members and former chieftains being piped into the ballroom. 
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This year's ball was again held at the Pan Pacific, Perth, and once again, was an 
excellent evening.  The number of attendees was also very satisfactory.  Close to 
three quarters of our members attended, along with a slightly more numerous 
contingent of non-members.  The continuing support of non-members at this event is 
important, because without you, we would have insufficient numbers to justify holding 
a ball.  
 
Entertainment was provided again for us this year by the Drums & Pipes of 51 ACU 
Swan Regiment, during which the Chieftain and Pipe Major toasted the continuing 
relationship between our organisations.  There are quite a number of pipe bands in 
Perth, but 51 ACU Swan Regiment, with its compliment of young cadets, embodies 
what we as a society state in our constitution that we want to support and encourage. 
 
I would particularly like to thank Moira Martin for making the speech and toast to "The 
land we live in".  This speech always provides an opportunity for the speaker to tell 
us how they found their way to 'the Lucky Country' and Moira's story was as 
interesting as any I have ever heard. 
 
The dinner generally went down well, literally, after which our old friends "The Heel 'n 
Toe" had us reeling the rest of the evening away on the dance floor. 
 
The photos above and below, together with some others taken by the 'official' 
photographer, are displayed on our website. 
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As I write this, a few days before Christmas, with our Burns Supper still more than a 

month away, there are only 14 tickets left for sale!  While this is excellent news for the 

Society, I have an uncomfortable feeling that there are 'regulars' that are going to be 

disappointed!  I shouldn't need to feel uncomfortable, because everyone that receives 

our emails was warned that tickets would sell fast and in addition we have written 

specifically to the members to advise them.  As the old saying goes, you can lead a 

horse to water but you can't make it buy tickets!  

 

One thing I would say though is that early warning of ticket sales (and of course cheaper 

ticket prices) is one of the advantages of the very cheap ($30) cost of membership!! 

 

As always, I would strongly recommend to anyone planning to attend the Burns Supper, 

that you come along to one or preferably both of the dance practice sessions 

beforehand.  These sessions are intended to help you get up to speed on the specific 

dances that will be danced on the night.  For details, see our website HERE. 

 

For those that can't manage to come along but want to look at the dances on the internet 

(also on our website) or hold your own practice sessions, the dances will be: 

The Gay Gordons 

A Highland Welcome (progressive) 

The Dashing White Sergeant 

Strip the Willow (Orcadian version) 

St Bernard's Waltz 

Reel of the 51st Highland Division 

The Duke of Perth 

Eightsome Reel 

Canadian Barn Dance 

The other thing some of you might like to know, is that the Pan Pacific have offered 

those of you wanting to stay the night, a 'special rate', which is 15% off their best 

available rate.  To take advantage of this offer, follow this LINK. 
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As this is the last Saltire I will be writing before the AGM (which will be held on 
February 21st 2020) I would like to 'put it out there' that I will not be standing as 
Chieftain next year.  I have enjoyed my three years as Chieftain and I like to think I 
have made a difference and that the Society is in an even better place than before, 
but it is time for someone else to take on the role and introduce some fresh ideas. 
  
One of the excellent rules in our constitution is that the "Immediate Past Chieftain" 
has an automatic position on the committee.  It is my intention to take that role 
seriously - not in a "do this, don't do that" sort of way, but in order to assist the new 
committee in picking up the reins! 
  
I will not be the only committee member standing down.  As many as half the 
places on the committee will become vacant and while 'fresh faces' are usually a 
good thing, there is also a concern.  We do not have a large membership to elect a 
committee from and when you take away those that have already served their time 
on the committee and those with a pathological fear of committees, that doesn't 
leave many! 
  
So what is the answer?  
 
We need more members and we need to reassure the members that being on the 
committee need not be an onerous task. 
  
The main reason we have a small membership is that we have always tried to make 
non-members as welcome as members at our events and while there are some 
advantages in being a member, such as cheaper ticket prices at our main events, the 
advantages are small.  To give greater incentives to members, we would have to put 



Page 5 of 9 

the membership fee up, which we have always resisted doing. 
  
So why should non-members consider becoming members? 
 
Membership is an indication of your support for what we do.  We have a few 
members that pay their annual subscriptions despite not having been able to attend 
any events for the last couple of years.  They have continued their membership to 
show their support.  I admire that! 

 Then there are cheaper ticket prices, which, if you attend all our main events, 
will give you back double the price of your membership. 

 With the increasing popularity of our Burns Supper in particular, the pre-sale 
of tickets to members before non-members would seem to be increasingly 
important. 

 You do not have to be a Scot, you just need to enjoy Scottish cultural 
activities!  The wearing of blue face paint and yelling the word "Free-dum" 
is not required behaviour! 

 Being a member gives you a say in the running and future direction of the 
Society. 

 And let's face it, thirty bucks a year is bloody cheap!  Six decent sized 
cappuccinos? Only five at MuzzBuzz! 

  
And why should you consider coming on the committee? 
  
I could write a load of twaddle about it not taking up much of your time; it can be 
fun; we laugh a lot and socialise together etc etc - all of which would be true, but 
you probably wouldn't believe me!  What is undeniably true is that :- 

 Without a committee, the Society can not operate and we would have to shut 
down and give our assets away!  That's the law!  

 On a more positive note, there is no need to be nervous about coming on the 
committee, as the tasks we perform are not difficult and generally not hugely 
time consuming. 

 And being away due to work or overseas trips etc, is not a show-stopper.  
We'll use your help when we can have it. 

  
To give you an idea of the jobs that between us, the committee members need to 
take care of, most of which are fairly mundane, here is a bit of a list: 
  

 Chair committee & general meetings (Chieftain) 
 Planning & co-ordination of main events (traditionally the Vice Chieftain) 
 Planning & co-ordination of lesser events. 
 Book keeping and safe guarding our financial records (Treasurer) 
 Preparing books for annual audit (Treasurer) 
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 Receiving and making payments (Treasurer) 
 Issuing notices of meetings and minute taking (Secretary) 
 Maintaining registers of the members and committee members (Secretary) 
 Maintaining our store room. 
 Helping set-up before and clearing-up after events. 
 Obtaining raffle prizes. 
 Maintaining the website with the help of our (external) website 

administrator. 
 Writing the Saltire. 
 Writing "Mailchimp" emails advising of upcoming events etc. 
 Maintaining the "Mailchimp" mailing list. 
 Taking care of our social media. 

  
What do you need to do? 
  
If you are not already a member, send in an application (they are on our 
website HERE).  You can join any time but if you want to attend the 2020 AGM as 
a member, we need to receive your application by February 12th. 
 
If you are a member, renew you membership for 2020.  Don't worry about whether 
you are going to be on a cruise in November or haven't got a partner.  Just do it!! 
 
Put your hand up to be on the committee! 
 

 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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I remember this stamp being issued to commemorate the 650th anniversary of the 
signing of the Declaration of Arbroath in 1970.  I am almost certain I still have 
some in a dust covered album upstairs!  At 16, I knew where Arbroath was but had 
no idea why people dressed in nighties would want to stand around and watch an 
abbot writing with an oversized feather. 
 
Well this coming year marks the 700th anniversary and I know rather more about 
this very important event than I used to.  And it was an important event!  The 
Declaration of Arbroath is the single most important document in Scottish history. 
 
The Scots and English generally got on quite well through the Middle Ages, a fact 
that often gets overlooked these days, but that all came to an end in the late 13th 
century, when King Edward I of England decided that Scotland should be a sub-
kingdom of England.  Such was the power of England's medieval army compared 
that of the Scots, the first War of Scottish Independence, which started in 1296, was 
still going strong in 1320.  The lives of a generation of Scots had been dominated 
by warfare with England and understandably, people were getting rather fed up 
with it!! 
 
While the Battle of Bannockburn proved to be Scotland's greatest military victory 
over England, the fact remained that it was a war that the Scots ultimately couldn't 
win, so they increasingly turned to diplomacy.  In 1320, Bernard of Kilwinning, 
Abbot of Arbroath and Chancellor of Scotland, wrote a letter to the only authority 
above the King England, The Pope.  It declared (amongst other things) that 
Scotland was an independent nation, indeed it had been for longer than England; 
that the war that Edward I had started had been unjust; that Robert the Bruce had 
delivered the nation from this peril and that the independence of the Scottish people 
was the prerogative of the Scottish people, not just the king.  
 
Why the history lesson?  Because there are going to be widespread celebrations in 
Scotland and across the Scottish diaspora next year, to celebrate this important 
anniversary, and the St Andrew Society of W.A. are planning to be part of it!  The 
plan is to hold a dinner on the actual anniversary, which is Monday April 6th. 
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The details of the dinner are entirely fluid at the moment, because we don't know 
how many people are likely to want to attend.  The basic plan is to get together for 
a dinner with speeches and toasts at a venue such as the Matilda Bay Restaurant.  
Attendees will pay approx $110 per head, which will cover the cost of a three 
course dinner and drinks package. 
 
Now the important bit! 
 
In order to progress the planning and book a venue, we need a rough idea of how 
many people are likely to be interested in attending.  If that's you, could you please 
drop us a line via the "Contact us" page on our website HERE and let us know your 
name, email address and numbers coming - preferably before the end of the year.  
 
Please note this is not a commitment!   
 
Please also note that when tickets go on sale, they will be offered first to paid-up 
2020 members of the Society, followed by non-members.   
 
Please also note, that the English are welcome too! 
 
Below is a picture of the only surviving copy of the Declaration of Arbroath.  There were 
three copies originally.  One was sent to the Pope (who lost it), another to the King of 

England (who tore it up and threw it in the bin) and the third was kept in Scotland.  Only 
the third survives! 
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