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75th anniversary celebration
is a winner
It was more important than ever that this year’s annual
celebration of Scotland’s national day was a resounding
success.
After all, it was our 75th anniversary year and St Andrew’s Day
Ball landed on St Andrew’s Day.

"Alba Gu Brath"
COMMITTEE 2012-2013

Judging by the feedback, both to me and through Facebook,
we struck gold.

Chieftain
Brian McMurdo

The new venue, at the Hyatt Regency Perth, turned out to be
ideal for our needs – attractively decorated and with plenty of
dancing space.

Immediate Past Chieftain
Ken Suttie

The food, always an important aspect of the Ball, was
excellent.

Vice Chieftain
Doris LaValette

The Heel n Toe was on top of its game and we were also well
entertained by the Perth Metro Pipe Band.

Hon Secretary
Darian Ferguson

I must congratulate my fellow committee members, who put in
a mountain of work to ensure everything went as planned.

Hon Treasurer
Diana Paxman

And my special thanks goes to Vice Chieftain and Ball
manager Doris LaValette and Master of Ceremonies Reggie
McNeill.

Members
Cameron Dickson
Mike Haines
Cheryl Hill
Eoin Kennedy
Jeff LaValette
Reggie McNeill
Honorary Piper
John Sinclair
Email:
enquiries@saintandrew.org.au

Website
http://saintandrew.org.au

I would like to also express my appreciation to the presenters
of our traditional toasts, Society member and former
Committee member Jacqui Ure, who delivered St Andrew and
Scotland, and famous mountaineer Rick Allen, who did The
Land We Live In.
Finally, Alice and I would like to extent our festive good wishes
to all Society members, supporters and friends.
We hope you have a very Merry Christmas and a wonderful
New Year.
Brian McMurdo
Chieftain
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Membership renewals due by 1 January
This year, the Society is requesting that members pay their membership fees as closely as possible to 1
January.
The Committee is aiming to ensure a clearly
defined time of the year for membership fees to
be paid, as followed by other organisations.
Membership currently runs from Annual General
Meeting to Annual General Meeting.
New memberships that are accepted mid-year or
renewals that are paid mid-year are only valid
until the following Annual General Meeting.
Of course, members need have paid their fees to
vote or stand for office at the Annual General
Meeting.

Traffic cones and
Wellington go together
Plans to end a long-standing tradition of placing a
traffic cone on Glasgow's Duke of Wellington
statue have been dropped after a huge backlash.
Glasgow City Council reconsidered its plans after
a social media campaign "Save Wellington's
Cone" saw thousands of people sign a petition
opposing it.

Members are encouraged to renew their
membership early in the New Year to assist in the
organisation of Society finances.

The Council wanted to raise the height of the
plinth as part of a £65,000 project to refurbish the
monument, which stands outside the Gallery of
Modern Art.

The Membership Renewal Form was included in
the email with this issue of The Saltire or you can
copy the link below into your browser.

The council had said that raising the height would
save the £10,000 cost of removing the cone 100
times a year.

http://saintandrew.org.au/wp-content/
uploads/2010/08/Membership-Renewal-2014.pdf

The petition stated: "The cone on Wellington's
head is an iconic part of Glasgow's heritage, and
means far more to the people of Glasgow and to
visitors than Wellington himself ever has.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

"Raising the statue will, in any case, only result in
people injuring themselves attempting to put the
cone on . . . does anyone really think that a raised
plinth will deter drunk Glaswegians?"

2014
Burns Supper: 25 January
Venue: Parmelia Hilton Hotel, Perth
Chieftain’s Ceilidh: May
Venue: To be decided
Winter Ceilidh: August
Venue: To be decided
St Andrew’s Day Ball: 29
November
Venue: To be decided
2015
Burns Supper: 25 January
Venue: Parmelia Hilton Hotel, Perth
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Its time to honour The Bard again
We know you are all
eagerly awaiting details
of how to apply for tickets for
what is arguably the Society’s
most popular event . . . its Burns
Supper.
To be held on Saturday, 25
January, 2014, in the Parmelia
Hilton Hotel, our annual celebration of the life and genius of
Robert Burns is an event many
people don’t like to miss.
The Society’s event works very
well because we have harnessed the knack
of successfully combining the traditional
elements of a Burns Supper with the singing
and dancing of a Scottish ceilidh.
The result is great fun.
There will also be the usual essentials of a
Burns Supper . . . the Address to the Haggis,
the toast to the Immortal Memory, the toast
Tae the Lassies and the response Fae the
Lassies.
We’re also hoping that there will be surprise
contributions from the guests, as there have
been most years in the past, either reciting
The Bard’s poetry or singing his wonderful
songs.
Many of those contributions have been
superb and have added significantly to the
entertainment.
The venue also has played a large part in
the success of our Burns Supper, with its
excellent service, quality menu and understanding of the Society’s needs.
The Heel n Toe ceilidh band will provide the
music for the dancing and the singing.
Remember, the tickets for the Burns Supper
sell quickly and there’s no guarantee there
will be any tickets left if you leave it too late!
So, all you need to do to ensure that you’re
part of an excellent evening is to complete
the application form sent with this edition of
The Saltire and get it in as soon as you can.

The Burns Supper tickets this year are $100
for members and $120 for non-members, but
for that money you will get a lot.
Not only will you be part of one of the best
nights of the year, you will get free pre-dinner
drinks, a bottle of white wine and a bottle of
red wine on each table and a nip of whisky to
wash down the haggis.
After all that is finished, there is a cash bar.
Of course you will also enjoy the Hilton’s
famous quality food in a three-course meal.

THE HOUSE OF TARTAN
Perth Kilt Hire
Hogmanay & Burns Nights
Kilt, Sporran, Highlander Shirt,
Belt & Buckle, Ghillie Brogues, Hose
& Flashes

Usually $165
Special price for Saint Andrew
Society Members

$150
Formal and part outfits also
available
Ph: 9371 2211
314 Walcott Street, Menora 6050
www.the
www.the-house
house-of
of-tartan.com.au
E-mail: houseoftartan@bigpond.com.au
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Castle of St John
The Castle of St John was built around 1510 in what was later to become Stranraer – it is sometimes called Stranraer Castle.
The small town of Stranraer overlooks Loch
Ryan on the west of Dumfries and Galloway,
although before the reorganisation of local
government in Scotland Stranraer was in
Wigtownshire.
The land on which it was built was owned
by a family called Adair, who were probably
of Irish origin and who held lands around
Portpatrick in the early 1300s.
There is even a legend that they were
allocated the area by King Robert the Bruce
for getting rid of the previous occupants –
the Curries – who were notorious pirates.
Like all successful families in those days,
they expanded their territory and acquired
the lands on which the Castle of St John
now stands by 1484.
Initially, they built a chapel dedicated to St
John and it was not until 1510 that they built
a castle, which was known variously as the
Place of St John and Castle of Chapel.
When the Burgh of Stranraer was created in
1595, its Charter specifically excluded the
castle and grounds, in favour of an Elizabeth
Kennedy.
The Castle of St John remained part of the
Kennedy's estates until 1670, at which point it
was taken over by the Dalrymples of Stair.
Towards the end of the 17th century, the Castle
of St John was used by the government to
garrison troops who were trying to suppress the
Covenanters, a religious movement that wanted
to maintain the Presbyterian form of worship,
where control was devolved to the individual
church parishes.
Although the government at that time was still in
Edinburgh, King Charles I in London was trying to
impose an episcopal system on both countries,
with himself at its head and governing from the
top down.
Charles I lost his head in the Civil War and his
son, King Charles II, was defeated at the Battle of
Worcester in 1651 and had to flee.
King Charles II was restored in 1660 and soon
resumed the efforts to impose an episcopal form
of worship which the Covenanters resisted.

In 1678, John Graham of Claverhouse (known as
"Bonnie Dundee" or "Bloody Clavers", depending
on which side you were on) was based at the
Castle of St John while in command of troops in
the south west, savagely suppressing the local
Covenanters.
In the 18th century, the castle was little used and
in 1815 it was bought with a view to it becoming
the jail for the area.
In the following years it served that purpose, but
gained a reputation for allowing too many
prisoners to escape – not that the building was
insecure, but the jailers were often drunk and left
the doors open!
It continued in the role of prison until 1907, by
which time it was surrounded by the shops and
offices of a modern small town.
In the 1960s, buildings surrounding the Castle of
St John were demolished, leaving only the main
tower, which was restored and became a
museum and visitor attraction in 1988/89.

http://saintandrew.org.au
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Scotland’s first medal
By Moira Martin
In 2008, the Scottish Government issued
its first ever medal, to recognise the
survivors and victims of the sinking of the
RMS Lancastria off the French coast in
1940.
This loss of life was Britain’s worst wartime maritime disaster, with the death toll
higher than that of the Titanic and
Lusitania combined.
A Cunard liner built on the Clyde in 1922;
the ship was originally named the Tyrenia,
but was rechristened the Lancastria in
1924.
On 17 June, 1940, the ship sat at anchor a few
miles off the coast of France, near St. Nazaire.
Its role was to return members of the British
Expeditionary Force to England, but the human
cargo included wives of servicemen and children.
It is thought there were between 8000 to 9000
people on board when it was attacked by German
aircraft – the ship was hit by three bombs and
sank within 20 minutes.
It is estimated 5000 people died that day – about
400 Scots – and many of the victims were buried
in French war cemeteries.
My father was one of the few survivors – a nonswimmer, he clung onto wreckage in the oily
water for some hours before being picked up in a
French fishing boat and taken to a British patrol
boat.
The survivors were sworn to secrecy and they
were allowed to claim 21 shillings as compensation, but only for a bible.
My father said he had never known so many men
become so religious in such a short time!
He spent the rest of his war service in the Orkney
Islands and was later fortunate to meet a lovely
lady in Edinburgh – they became my parents.
My father never spoke of war or the tragedy until
the death of my mother, which was the catalyst
for his grief.
For years survivors and the families of those who
died have petitioned the British Government to
officially recognise the tragedy, but they always
met with a refusal.

The Scottish Parliament moved to address that
issue with the striking of the Lancastria medal.
Seventy-one years after the
loss of the Lancastria, First
Minister Alex Salmond unveiled
a memorial in the grounds of
the Golden Jubilee Hospital
in Glasgow and declared it a
place of pilgrimage for people
to remember the victims and
survivors.
I have the Lancastria medal,
but sadly my father died two
years before it was struck

Traditional Kilts
By THE HOUSE of Tartan
Highest Quality
Fully Hand-Stitched
Men’s Traditional Kilts
Made to Measure
Using 100% Pure Wool
milled in Scotland
We have access to all the mills in
Scotland milling high quality authentic
tartans and can source any tartan for your
custom made kilt

Our standards are equal to or above the minimum quality
set by the Kiltmakers’ Association of Scotland

Phone Heather on 9371 2211
www.the-house-of-tartan.com.au
E-mail: houseoftartan@bigpond.com.au
Feel free to drop in and see
a kilt “under construction”!
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Peter Howson art on Alex Salmond's card
A depiction of the legendary fourth wise man,
by contemporary artist Peter Howson, will
feature on Scottish First Minister Alex
Salmond's Christmas card.
It tells the story of Artaban, who arrived in
Bethlehem too late to celebrate the birth of
Christ.
The artwork will be auctioned for charity.
Mr Salmond's charity Christmas card
initiative has so far raised more than
£148,000 for good causes, through sales of
original works and limited edition prints.
Previous artists to have contributed work
include John Lowrie Morrison, John Bellany,
Gerard Burns, Jack Vettriano, Alasdair Gray
and Dame Elizabeth Blackadder.
The legend of the fourth wise man, based on
an 1895 novel by American author Henry van
Dyke, tells the story of a Persian scholar
who, delayed by helping the vulnerable,
followed the star to Bethlehem but arrived
just too late to herald the birth of Jesus.
Thirty years on, Arteban was still searching
for Jesus when he saved a young girl from
slavery.
In a dying vision, he was comforted that his
devotion to the distressed secured him
entrance to heaven.
"The story reminds us that hope, faith and
self-sacrifice are at the centre of the order of
things," Mr Salmond said.
"I am very grateful to Peter for donating this
outstanding painting."
Mr Howson's original work will be sold at
auction in the New Year, with the proceeds
shared between the Children's Hospice
Association Scotland, cancer organisation
CLIC Sargent, Scottish Catholic International
Aid Fund and veterans mental health charity
Combat Stress.
Each charity will also be given a series of
limited edition prints to help their own fundraising efforts.

Shetland chippie tops
A fish and chip shop in Shetland has been
named the best in Scotland and could
become number one in the whole of Britain.
Frankie’s Fish & Chips, in Shetland, won the
regional section of the National Fish and
Chip Awards.
The popular shop, the most northerly in
Britain, only opened in the village of Brae five
years ago.
The award caps a successful year of awards
for the chippy . . . chef Carlyn Kearney is the
current Drywite National Young Fish Frier of
the Year.
Frankie’s will now go head to head with other
regional winners in the national finals of the
annual contest run by Seafish to become the
best fish and chip shop in the UK.
The results will be announced in January..

