
Message from the Chieftain No. 4 November 2015 

Ceud mìle fàilte 
I hope you find this issue of The Saltire informative and entertaining, 

while keeping you up to date with our recent and future activities. 

The St Andrew’s Day Ball is fast approaching and this year it is  

being held at the Parmelia Hilton Hotel, on Saturday 21 November. 

The tickets usually tend to sell slowly to start with and end with a 

rush, which causes the Committee some stressful moments!  

Therefore, your assistance in booking your tables sooner, rather 

than later, would be greatly appreciated.  

Our St Andrew’s Day Ball remains one of the least expensive, most 

entertaining and well provided for functions in Perth.  

I look forward to a good turn out and to greeting you at the door.  

You can find more information about the Ball on our website  

http://saintandrew.org.au. 

Ticket sales close Friday, 13 November, 2015 

Another date for your diary is the Annual General Meeting, to be 
held on Friday, 5th February, 2016, at the Perth and Tattersall's 

Bowling Club, 2 Plain Street, East Perth.  

We’re asking members to be there at 6.30pm for a 7.15pm start. 

A few food platters will be provided, there will be drinks at bar 
prices, and meals (at very reasonable prices) will also be available, 
but if you would like to have dinner before the AGM, it’s suggested 

that you get there by at least 6.00pm.  

The Society doesn’t exist without the support of the membership, so 

please make every effort to attend the AGM. 

All positions on the Committee (Chieftain, Vice-Chieftain, Secretary, 
Treasurer and six general committee members) will be vacant and I 

would encourage all members to consider nominating for positions.  

The Committee plays a vital role in meeting the aims of the Society 
and organising the events you all enjoy, so your assistance would 

be greatly appreciated.  

I would also encourage younger members of the Society to put their 

hands up. 

Douglas Melville JP 

Chieftain 



More than 25 members and friends were treated 
to some fine whisky and gin at the Society’s first  
whisky tasting event.  

During the course of the evening, held on 18 July, 
the host, Jimmy Houston, put together a new and 
different event. 

The evening started with a gin and tonic to  
remember . . . The Botanist, made by the Bruich-
laddich Distillery . . . and this was followed by a 
selection of fine Bruichladdich single malt  
whiskies.  

Jimmy explained in detail the different tastes and 
characteristics of each whisky.  

At the end of the evening, the group was treated 
to Bruichladdich's latest release . . . a rich, island 
malt, with a truly wonderful taste.  

This was the first bottle of the new whisky to be 
opened in WA, before it was released to the  
general public. 

 A rare treat for all there. 

As the venue was a cigar lounge, the end of the 
evening saw a few members and guests indulge 
in the odd cigar. 

The Botanist is the only gin made on Islay and is 
distinctive for its augmentation of the nine  
classical gin aromatics, with a further 22 locally 
picked wild Islay botanicals. It is these botanicals 
– and the two local botanists who collect them – 
that inspire its name.  

This year, the Committee made a couple of minor 

changes to the Society’s winter program. 

A special change was the introduction of a Club 
Night, which was designed to be a less formal 
gathering than would normally be expected at a 

Winter Ceilidh. 

The Club Night was to ensure that the Society still 

held a winter function. 

The event consisted of an overnight stay at the 
Yanchep Inn, nestled in the magnificent grounds 

of the Yanchep National Park.  

The package included a three-course dinner,  
accompanied by quality wines, as well as good 
accommodation and a hearty cooked breakfast, 

all at a reasonable cost. 

The Yanchep Inn provided the use of a private 
function room, with magnificent jarrah furnishings 
and an open log fire providing warmth and glow 

on a cold winter’s night.  

The hardy folk who made the trip listened to a 

couple of short speeches, and enjoyed the  

merriment and danced into the evening. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

2015 

Pre-Ball Dance Classes: Wednesday 

16th September 2015 through to 

Wednesday 18th November 2015 

Venue: Royal Park Hall, Cnr Vincent 

and Charles Streets, North Perth 

St Andrew’s Day Ball: 21 November 

Venue: Parmelia Hilton Hotel, Perth 

2016 

Burns Supper: 25 January 

Venue: Hyatt Regency, Perth 

Annual General Meeting: 5th February 

Venue: Perth and Tattersall's Bowling 

Club, 2 Plain Street, East Perth 

Changes to the Society’s program 

Whisky galore 



A Fife fish and chip shop has been named the 
best in Scotland and will now vie to be the best in 
Britain, at an awards ceremony next year. 

Cromars in St Andrews has been named the  
regional finalist for Scotland in the prestigious 
Independent Takeaway Fish and Chip Shop of 
the Year category of the 2016 National Fish & 
Chip Awards. 

The Union Street takeaway was also a finalist in 
the Independent Restaurant category at the same 
awards last year. 

Cromars also became the 50th fish and chip shop 
to be accredited by the Marine Stewardship 
Council for their use of local produce. 

Rufflets Hotel, in St Andrews, has been named 
Scottish Hotel of the Year in the AA Hospitality 
Awards. 

The Hotel of the Year award is given to hotels 
that are recognised as being outstanding exam-
ples in their particular market, from small family-
run hotels to large-scale commercial ventures. 

 “Winning the AA’s Scottish Hotel of the Year 
award is an immense honour and a tremendous 
accolade for all the people who have been in-
volved with Rufflets over the decades,” general 
manager Stephen Owen said. 

"Everyone at Rufflets works very hard to main-
tain the highest standards, which are rightly ex-
pected of a top hotel in Scotland. 

“So it’s fantastic to be recognised in this way by 
the industry." 

Where possible, Rufflets hires local staff, who 
can provide an authentic experience and knowl-
edge of the area to visitors. 

St Andrews takes out two awards 

Rufflets is Scottish 
Hotel of the Year 

Fife fish and chip shop 
best in Scotland 

It’s that time of year again . . . time to put your 
hand in your pocket and pay your $30  

membership dues!!  

For those of you planning to go to the Annual 
General Meeting the dues must be paid before 
the start of the meeting (preferably long be-

fore that). 

Remember that the members ARE the Society 
and only with a strong membership can the 

Society continue to flourish. 

You can find details on the Membership Re-
newal form on our website (http://

saintandrew.org.au/about/forms/). 

Time to dig deep 



by Richard Paxman 

Abbot Hunter's Tower stands in a 
corner of the Ayrshire village of 
Mauchline.  

The lands of Mauchline were 
granted in the twelfth century by 
Walter, the High Steward of  
Scotland, to the monks of Melrose, 
who founded a priory there. 

The 15th century tower is the only 
remaining part of that ancient estab-
lishment and while there is nothing 
to indicate its original purpose, it 
may have been the residence of the 
Prior.   

Now held together with girders, the old keep has 
seen better days. 

The transfer of ownership of Mauchline from the 
church to secular hands, like so many other  
properties in Scotland, came about as a result of 
the Reformation. 

In 1521, with the Reformation already in full swing 
south of the border (thanks to Henry VIII's desire 
to get his avaricious hands on the wealth of the 
church), Hew Campbell of Loudoun made a con-
tract with the abbot, whereby he was appointed 
Bailie of Barony. 

While this provided the abbey with his lordship's 
protection at the time, it eventually resulted in the 
Campbells taking possession of Mauchline as a 
temporal lordship in 1606. 

Thereafter, the abbey buildings were converted 
into a fortified laird's house for the use of  
Loudoun's tenants. 

By the 18th century, the old tower was  
considered too small and the range of white  
rendered buildings on the right was added.   

This is a common scenario in Scotland and if 
there is an interesting story to tell (and all Scottish 
castles have at least one interesting story to tell) 
it will usually concern the older part of the  
building. 

But not at Mauchline! 

In the late 18th century, the tenant of Abbot 
Hunter's Tower was a gentleman by the name of 
Gavin Hamilton.  

In 1784, Robert Burns came to live on the out-
skirts of Mauchline, at Mossgiel farm, and he and 
Hamilton became lifelong friends. 

Many of Burns' poems are believed to have been 
written there, most notably 'The Holy Fair', 'To a 
Mouse', and 'Holy Willie's Prayer', so beautifully 
performed for the Saint Andrew Society by Sandy 
Milligan at one of our recent Burns Suppers. 

Not only is it likely that Burns composed some of 
his work in this house, but in 1788 he married his 
wife, Jean Armour, a Mauchline lass, in a room in 
the wing on the right of the photo. 

Many of Burns' poems were directed towards the 
perceived hypocrisy of the church.  

The minister of Mauchline in Burns' time was the 
Rev William Auld and the conflict and division that 
occurred between the puritanical minister and his 
elders and supporters on the one side, and Burns 
and his cronies on the other, resulted in Burns 
making both many friends and a lot of enemies 
there . . . many of whom now lie side by side in 
the kirkyard, which is behind the house.   

Willie Fisher, the man generally assumed to be 
the model for "Holy Wullie"; the Reverend William 
Auld; John Richmond; "Clockie" Brown and Gavin 
Hamilton himself, are all to be found buried there.   

The plaque which marks Hamilton's grave was 
only placed there in 1919 by the Partick Burns 
Club, Hamilton having stated that he wanted no 
headstone, probably due to his many run-ins with 
the church over the years! 

Abbot Hunter's Tower 



The first commercial distillery on Harris has 
opened its doors, adding a new location to the 
popular Scottish whisky trail. 

The whisky made at the Isle of Harris Distillery 
will be named The Hearach, the Gaelic word for 
islanders. 

The second distillery in the Western Isles, it will 
create 20 new jobs on the island. 

The £11m project, sited in Tarbert, attracted  
investors from around the world and it is hoped 
the distillery will attract visitors from far and wide. 

It is expected to produce 300,000 bottles of single 
malt a year and a limited number of casks from 
the first years' production have already been sold. 

The company also produces gin, flavoured by 
sugar kelp seaweed harvested from seas around 
the island 

More than 125,000 passenger journeys have 
been made on the Borders Railway in the first 
month since the line opened. 

Extra carriages needed to be added to some  
services after high demand, particularly on week-
ends and peak times during the week, on the 
route from Edinburgh to Tweedbank, in the  
Scottish Borders. 

The 125,971 total passenger journeys have  
included students, commuters, tourists and rail 
enthusiasts, the operator said. 

"The interest in the Borders Railway over the first 
few weeks highlights what a remarkable achieve-
ment the opening of the new line has been,” said 
Phil Verster, of the ScotRail Alliance. 

"This line connects the regions and benefits both 
the local people and the local economy." 

First commercial distillery on Isle of Harris 

Borders Railway logs 125,000 trips in first month 

The line was officially opened by the Queen last 
month, just days after it took its first passengers, 
bringing to an end a near 47-year wait for train 
services to return to that part of Scotland. 



Glasgow Airport has been named UK Airport of 
Year, following on from winning the Scottish  
Airport of the Year title. 

The airport was recognised at the 2015 National 
Transport Awards, at a ceremony in London. 

In 2015, Glasgow Airport has added 26 new 
routes and services, including direct flights to 
Nova Scotia, Budapest, Prague and Las Vegas. 

Over the last 18 months it has invested over 
£25m in terminal redevelopment works, including 
a major refurbishment of international arrivals and 
a £3.5m extension of the east pier. 

"This award really is testament to the efforts of 
the entire airport campus," said managing director 
Amanda McMillan. 

"We have made a significant investment in 
 

The winner of the Dundee International Book 
Prize 2015 has been announced as Martin  
Cathcart Froden, for his debut novel “Devil Take 
The Hindmost”. 

Martin receives a prize of £10,000 and a publish-
ing deal with Freight Books after emerging from a 
competitive field of almost 500 entries. 

O r i g i n a l l y  f r o m  
Sweden, Martin (37) 
has lived in Canada, 
Israel, Argentina and 
London, and worked 
as a drummer, an 
avocado picker, a 
sound engineer, 
magazine editor and 
a greengrocer, as 
well as teaching  
English in prisons.  

He recently completed a Masters in Creative Writ-
ing at Glasgow University, where he will be start-
ing his doctoral studies in 2015. 

His winning novel is set in London in the 1920s 
and centres on a cyclist so fast criminals want 
him: to win races, to stage losses and to run  
important messages.  

Glasgow is the UK Airport of the Year 

Dundee International Book Prize winner 

enhancing facilities for passengers, but the most 
pleasing aspect has been our operational  
performance,”  

"Despite catering for one million passengers  
extra, 99.4% of passengers have passed through 
security in less than ten minutes during 2015. 

It revolves around velodrome racing and the 
small, impossible choices from which a life is built 
or by which it’s destroyed. 

Dundee International Book Prize is a collabora-
tion between the University of Dundee’s Literary 
Dundee initiative, Freight Books and Dundee City 
Council. 

If you have not already done so, check out the 
Society’s new website.  

A sub committee led by Richard Paxman worked 
over the winter months to come up with a more 
inviting and modern design, that was clearer and 
better laid out.  

Another consideration was to ensure that the new 
site was compatible with mobile devices, as well 
as computers.  

The banner photos were taken by Richard on his 
many trips back to Scotland.  

For more information on our forthcoming events 

and more, go to http://saintandrew.org.au/ 

Have a look at the  
Society’s new website 

http://saintandrew.org.au/


A sign has been hung around the neck of Edin-
burgh's Greyfriars Bobby statue in a bid to stop 
tourists damaging the famous dog's nose. 

An unknown group 
has erected a sign 
on the statue in an 
attempt to dissuade 
visitors from rubbing 
the Skye Terrier's 
nose for luck. 

The sign reads: 
“Don’t touch my 
nose. It is not tradi-
tion and it is not 
good luck. You are 
rubbing my wee 
nose off and I won’t 
be able to smell any 
more. Love Bobby.” 

This is not the first time the dog's nose has hit the 
headlines.  

Visitor numbers at a castle 
which featured in the TV 
series Outlander have 
doubled this summer,  
according to the latest 
figures. 

Doune Castle, which was 
used to portray the  
fictional Castle Leoch in 
the first season of the 
show, welcomed 32,540 
people between June and 
August, up 44% on the 
same period last year. 

The Stirlingshire castle reported three consecu-
tive record-breaking months 

Meanwhile Edinburgh Castle, Historic Scotland's 
top paid-for visitor attraction, welcomed 666,348 
visitors over the three months, an increase of 7% 
on the same period in 2014. 

July alone saw 249,923 visitors pass over its 
drawbridge, a rise of 12% when compared to the 
same month last year. 

Overall 1,826,047 people visited Historic 

Campaign to save Greyfriars Bobby’s nose 

Scottish visitor numbers soar 

In 2013, the Greyfriars Bobby statue was given a 
bit of a nose job after the tradition of rubbing his 
snout for luck left him looking a little scruffy. 

Following a Facebook campaign calling for  
people to leave Bobby’s nose alone, the City of  
Edinburgh Council repaired the pooch’s worn 
nose. 

The legend of Bobby goes that he was the pet of 
John Gray, an Edinburgh policeman who died of 
tuberculosis in 1858 and was buried in Greyfriars 
Kirkyard. 

After John was buried, Bobby would lie on top of 
his grave during the night and was chased out by 
the owner of the Kirkyard each morning. 

Despite this, the dog returned to the Kirkyard 
each night, guarding his master's grave for 14 
years, until he died in 1872. 

In 1873, a life-size statue was erected on George 
IV Bridge outside the entrance to Greyfriars Kirk. 

Scotland's 77 ticketed 
attractions , an increase 
of more than 34,000 on 
the same period last 
year. 

Skara Brae, one of 
E u r o p e ' s  b e s t -
preserved prehistoric 
settlements, enjoyed 
two consecutive record-
breaking months, with a 
total of 55,078 tourists 
during summer period. 

Other sites in the top ten were Stirling Castle, 
which welcomed 216,132 people, and Urquhart 
Castle, on Loch Ness, which had 190,083  
visitors. 

More than 34,000 people made their way to 
Linlithgow Palace, the birthplace of Mary Queen 
of Scots, while 34,957 visited St Andrews Castle. 

Iona Abbey welcomed 33,751 people, while Fort 
George, near Inverness, and Melrose Abbey, in 
the Borders, had 33,324 and 25,856 visitors  
respectively. 

http://news.stv.tv/east-central/241524-greyfriars-bobby-gets-nose-job-to-restore-colour-rubbed-away-for-luck/

