Welcome!
. . . to this, the second edition of The Saltire for the 2017 SASWA year! I
started off the previous edition promising to be less verbose in future – we’ll
see how it goes!
In this edition:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The 2017 Chieftain's Ceilidh
Reeling
The search for a new patron
Our Honorary Piper
The upcoming Weekend Away
Our advertisers

Chieftain’s Ceilidh
The first major event of our year was held in May – the Chieftain’s Ceilidh.
This event has become known amongst the cognoscenti for being one of our
more enjoyable events. It is a pleasant mix of informal formality, catching up
with old friends and making new ones, all wrapped up in a package of music,
dance and all things Scottish!
We thought a year or two ago, that we were no longer going to be able to hold
this event at the RAAFA Club at Bullcreek, which would have been a blow,
because the venue is ideal for us. It is surprising how few venues there are,
that meet all our requirements, particularly when it comes to location, dance
floor size, kitchen and bar facilities and of course cost. Fortunately there was
a management change of heart and it is to be hoped that this event will
continue to be held here for many year to come.
The highlight of the evening, apart from the whisky toss of course, was the
display provided by the Drums & Pipes of 51 ACU Swan Regiment. (A little bit
of military history here: As some of you may know, I was an officer in the
Gordon Highlanders in my far off youth, and the Gordon Highlanders, like 51

ACU, had Drums & Pipes, not Pipes & Drums. They are unique, so far as I am
aware, in this regard. The subtle but important reason in both instances is
that they both initially only had drum corps, and the pipers were only added
later. So the drummers have precedence! Now you know!) We hope to
continue to develop our relationship with the young drummers and pipers of
51 ACU and to that end, we donated the proceeds of our raffle and coin toss to
them.
It was pleasing to have three previous Chieftains of the Society in attendance –
Douglas Melville, Brian McMurdo and Ken Suttie. We would have had four,
had Sandy Milligan not been laid low with that most devastating and dreaded
of all ailments – man flu!
The evening was rounded off with copious quantities of twirling and whirling,
in which those that had attended the dance classes over the previous three
Fridays, enjoyed a distinct advantage.

Reeling
As most of you will be aware, we are conducting a campaign of dance classes
through the winter months, in the hope that this will attract some younger
members to our activities and ultimately, membership of the Society. While
not everybody is interested in Scottish Country Dancing, in whatever style it is
danced, it is in the interest of all friends and members of the Society, that we
should achieve some success with this. And so far, success has been fairly
limited.
I am very grateful to the small but loyal contingent of Society members that
have supported the Reel Nights, without whom we would have been unable to
make up a set. But while we have not achieved the numbers we wanted, the
evenings themselves have been very enjoyable! The pace is much less frenetic
than at our pre-event dance classes, because there is less that has to be
covered and the dancing is punctuated by the opportunity for conversation
and a glass or two of wine!
Getting the message out to the sort of people that would enjoy this kind of
entertainment every second Thursday evening, but (a) don’t know it and (b)
are unaware that we are providing it, has been and remains, a challenge! Our
limited success has not been for want of trying.

Apart from the usual ‘circulars’ emailed out to our distribution list and the
notification on our webpage, we have been busy on Facebook and Instagram,
we have been mentioned on Nova Radio, I have written personally to many of
the younger people that have attended our events in recent years but not
returned and fliers have been distributed to all takers.
I would like to ask you, the friends and members of the society to:
1. Consider coming along.
2. Bring any friends and family with you that would like to learn some
Scottish Country Dancing (note that age does not matter – our
youngest participant so far has been 12).
3. Help advertise our events.
To assist with the last point, there are two versions of the flier available on
our website for you to download.

The search for a new Patron
The St Andrew Society of Western Australia has not had a patron for a number
of years, the last being Lord Alistair McAlpine. While it is not essential to
have a patron, a high profile patron can do much to raise the profile of the
Society.
So it seemed almost providential that, attending an event at the Tattersall
Bowling Club immediately before our AGM this year, was Andrew Forrest –
amongst the most prominent West Australians and a man of sound Scottish
heritage!
I wrote to him in February and over the following weeks kept my fingers
crossed as I watched him in the news moving between AGMs, high profile
meetings in Canberra and launching bulk carriers in Korea! Regrettably this
was a portent of things to come and in April he wrote back stating that “due to
his hectic and unrelenting work and travel schedule he would have to decline
the invitation to be a Patron.” He went on to express his admiration of our
commitment to Scottish heritage and wished us well for the future.
The search will go on!

Honorary Piper
As well as a new patron, we are unfortunately also in the position of needing a
new Honorary Piper. Jason Hutt, who has served us so well over the last two
years, has felt obliged to resign as he is doing FIFO work up north and will be
away for too much of the time.
We have been fortunate to have Jason as our piper. Not only have his piping
skills been welcome, his enthusiasm to attend our events, on occasion even
volunteering without being asked, has been very commendable.
The committee felt that by way of recognising Jason's voluntary efforts and
enthusiasm over the last two years, it would be appropriate to offer
him honorary life membership of the society and I am pleased to be able to
report that he has accepted.

The Weekend Away
Since the last edition of the Saltire, your committee has been hard at work
organising this year’s entertainment. Apart from the ongoing campaign of
Reel Nights, the next event is our Weekend Away.
These events came about because not everyone likes to spend the evening
hopping around a dance floor and many would rather spend their time in good
company, in convivial surroundings, with glass in hand, putting the world’s
wrongs to right! And, not facing the prospect of driving home afterwards! If
you fall into that category, then an overnight stay with us at Quindanning in
July this year, might be just what you need!
The Quindanning Hotel is one of Western Australia’s more historic hotels,
having been established over a century ago, in the days when most people
travelled by horse (or foot!). It is located a day’s ride (or an hour and a half by
car) south-east of Perth, a bit south of Boddington and not far off the Albany
Highway.
We have provisionally booked most of the hotel’s rooms, however the rooms
are limited in number, so I would recommend booking sooner rather than
later. For details of how to do so, please follow the following link to
our website.
http://saintandrew.org.au/2017-weekend-away/

Our advertisers
Heather and Jim Anderson at The House of Tartan are Perth's foremost
kiltmakers and have been advertising in The Saltire and on our website for
many years - a mutually beneficial arrangement. We are fortunate to have
Heather and Jim in Perth, because while you can order kilts on line these
days, you can't beat a kilt that you have been properly measured for and which
has been adjusted as necessary after it has been made. A kilt that fits wrongly,
particularly one that is too short or too long, is a sorry sight!

Also advertising with us currently are Jimmy and Margaret Stewart of Scottish
Foods, who are making haggis and other Scottish foods in Lesmurdie and
supplying a number of different outlets around the metro area.
Diana and I went up to Lesmurdie recently to buy some of Jimmy's haggis,
which was spicier than usual and extremely good.

That's it for this edition, I hope to see you at the Reel Nights or the Weekend Away!
Mar sin leat,
Richard Paxman
Chieftain
St Andrew Society of Western Australia
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