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Welcome to the September edition of the Saint Andrew Society's
newsletter! This edition is mainly concerned with the St Andrew's
Day Ball, which is now just visible as a small speck on the horizon
but which, let me assure you, will be here before you know it. As I
imagine most readers are already well aware, this year's ball, as
well as celebrating St Andrew's Day itself, will celebrates the 80th
anniversary of our society - which was formed in 1938 with the
express purpose of celebrating St Andrew's Day. This edition
contains:
~ All you need to know about the 2018 St Andrew's Day Ball
~ What to do if your kilt no longer fits - or you haven't got one!
~ Accommodation at the Pan Pacific for the Ball.
~ The artwork of Janet McCrorie.
~ A Scottish book by a Perth author.

The 2018 St Andrew's Day Ball
Date: Friday 30th November 2018
Cost: $115 for members, $135 for non-members.
Dress: Highland dress or black tie
Time: 7pm till midnight
To make a booking - go to our website here.
The 2018 ball will again be held in the Grand River Ballroom at the
Pan Pacific Hotel at 207 Adelaide Terrace (on the corner of Hill
Street).
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The evening will kick off with drinks in the ballroom lobby and then
once we are all inside, the entertainment will get underway with a
display by the Drums & Pipes of 51 ACU Swan Regiment. A four
course dinner follows, interspersed with speeches to suitably mark
the occasion and dances to help make room for the next course!
The last hour and a half is all dancing - mostly Scottish reels, but
with the occasional 'ballroom dance' for those that don't enjoy
kicking their heels up. The drinks package runs through till 11pm.
As I wrote in the recent 'ball flier', there has been much discussion
about the date for this year's ball. While we appreciate that a
Friday is not ideal for every one, there are other major events
taking place in Perth on the Saturdays both before and after. The
following day is the Chanel 7 Christmas Pageant, with all the
associated road closures that affected us last year, so all in all, we
decided this was the best day - and it is of course, Saint Andrew's
day!
We want you to get the most out of your evening, which means
you are strongly advised to know at least some of the reels. There
has been much discussion over the years on whether or not the
dances should be 'called' and the consensus remains that
someone yelling instructions over the band spoils the atmosphere
and that 'calling' is therefore not the answer. Spending time
conducting walk-throughs before each dance for an event like this,
is also not the answer, as it reduces the number of dances we
have time for and the evening loses momentum.
So if people are to enjoy themselves and keep coming back to our
events, what is the answer? Firstly, to encourage you to know as
many of the dances as possible before you arrive, we will be
holding five evening dance classes in the lead-up to the ball. They
will be held on Friday nights, starting at 7:30, so there is plenty of
time to get there after work, having had something to eat first! For
the dance class dates - see our website here. Secondly, we
deliberately avoid making too many changes to our list of dances
(there is one new dance this year), which helps people become
familiar with them.
So all in all, if you can possibly make it, the dance classes are
highly recommended!
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Incidentally, for those that want to wear a kilt to the ball but don't
own one, our friends at The House of Tartan can help you with
that. They can also help you, if like me, you find your kilt has
shrunk over the winter months and you need to let a pleat out!
See their advert below for details.
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Accommodation at the Pan Pacific

We always ask the hotels we use for our events for a special deal
for those wanting to spend the night there. We have this year too,
but it is slightly more complicated than normal! The hotel has
offered us a special rate, but only if 10 or more couples book.
The discounted rates are:
Deluxe room with breakfast, $170 per couple
Premier room with breakfast, $180 per couple
We don't think reaching 10 couples will be a problem, because we
usually have at least that many people that don't want to drink &
drive. We suggest that if you want to stay the night, you go ahead
and book, notifying them that you are there for the St Andrew
Society Ball.

Janet McCrorie
Three or four years ago we decided it was time to update and
brighten up the website as well as the 'missives' we periodically
send out to you. A key part of that process was finding some
attractive artwork. A little time spent word-searching on Google
resulted in my introduction to the art of Janet McCrorie.
Janet was an arts & crafts teacher in Scotland for many years
before deciding to focus on her own work. After spending a
number of years studying with the Open College of Arts and at
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Leith College of Art, she is now a full time artist, working from a
studio in her own home in East Lothian. She has developed a
unique style, specialising in portraying dance movement, and in
particular, Scottish Country Dancing (as shown above).
Janet's successful use of vibrant colour and blurred lines to convey
the exuberant movement of tartan clad Scottish Country dancers
has made her artwork extremely sought after, both at home and
abroad.
I recently wrote to Janet and asked her if we could use some of her
art on some new banners we are having printed (as well as the
website) and she kindly said yes.
We will be posting a gallery of Janet's art on the website shortly.
Her own website can be viewed here.

'Highland Chronical'
Perth author Robert Lindsay was rummaging in the house he
inherited from his mother when he found a treasure trove of letters,
photos, and personal effects that revealed some of the turbulent
history of the Campbells of Ardkinglass.
From 1396 on, they played a large role in the politics and social life
of Scotland, and their dynastic ambitions expanded with their
intermarriage with the Livingstons, Erskines, and Callanders. The
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Campbell lairds moved their chief residence from the shores of
Loch Goil to Ardkinglass on Loch Fyne in the Western Highlands.
The fourth laird was slain at Flodden Field with James IV, the sixth
laird was appointed by James V to the Privy Council. The seventh
and ninth lairds were indicted for murder but escaped death
sentences. The fifteenth laird was a mercenary and fought under
Frederick the Great. The short-lived sixteenth laird was the
grandparent of Niall, the tenth Duke of Argyll. Niall's gifted sister,
Lady Elspeth Campbell, was a fluent Gaelic speaker, played the
bagpipes, and was the godmother of the author’s mother.
Highland Chronicle provides an interesting insight into a vanished
way of life by exploring the cultural and historical traditions of
Robert Lindsay's Highland ancestors and the parts they played in
artistic, social, and political life. It is available on both the
Xibris.com and Amazon.com websites.
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